SACRAMENTAL LIFE 


The Parish of Our Lady of Solace-St. Dominic already has gone through consolidation and has successfully been operating as a merged/consolidated parish from what used to be independently the Our Lady of Solace Parish and St. Dominic Parish.  We are now One Parish/Two Churches canonically created in 2007.  The following are our strengths in the area of Sacramental Life:

1. Eucharistic Ministers/Lectors:  Before the consolidation of the two churches, only the Our Lady of Solace Church had a formal training and orientation for its Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors.  St. Dominic had none.  Since consolidation in 2007, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors have been continuously trained by the two certified trainers from Our Lady of Solace and the trained ministers and lectors serve both churches. There is a wonderful demonstration of collaboration in this regard.  As a result, we now have a sufficient number of Eucharistic ministers and lectors serving in both English and Spanish languages.  In this area, the parish is strong enough to offer its services to other parishes that may not have the established trainings and/or trainers.
2. Liturgical Music:  Before the merger, the organists and choirs of both churches independently operated.  After consolidation as one parish, the organists have covered each other in the absence or inability of one; the choirs of both churches (English and Spanish) always combine for big and important parish celebrations.  This is truly a visible sign of positive collaboration between the two member churches of the parish.
3. Cultural Celebrations:  Cultural celebrations are very strong, e.g., Our Lady of Guadalupe (Mexico), Our Lady of Providence (Puerto Rico), Our Lady of High Grace (Dominican Republic), Virgen de las Mercedes (Ecuador), Hijas de Maria.  The success of these activities is due to the active collaboration among the parishioners from both churches.  The parish also can offer its expertise to member churches of our cluster in the organization and holding of these festivities.  Each celebration is run by a specific committee of responsible parishioners who can assist other parishes from the organizational stage to the holding and running of the event.  
4. Retreats:  Retreats are conducted continuously, especially during the seasons of Advent and Lent and they are always conducted by a team of Idente Missionaries—both men and women for both churches and in English and Spanish.  In this area of parish life, we have been collaborating resources between our two churches, as well as the priests of our cluster member Santa Maria Parish.  Their priests who are also Idente Missionaries have always been part of our retreat facilitators.  This is another area where our parish has been self-sufficient and because of the presence of the Idente Missionaries, we have not had a need to request for retreat masters from the outside.  On the other hand, we feel confident in asserting that we can offer our services to the other cluster members in this area.
5. Holy Hour/Eucharistic Adoration/Benediction: Thursday evening (Spanish at St. Dominic Church) and Friday evening (English at Our Lady of Solace Church) are devoted to Holy Hour and Benediction where parishioners are afforded a weekly opportunity to deepen their devotion and relationship with the Lord.  Collaboratively, the parish has successfully encouraged Eucharistic love and adoration by offering this activity in both languages.
6. Motus Christi for Catechists:  Again, in collaboration with our cluster member Santa Maria Parish, we have conducted annual Motus Christi retreats for our catechists and young parishioners.  This is a weekend-long retreat where the participants go to a retreat place away from our parishes and discern how Christ is inviting them to be holier and better children of God.  This is another area where we can confidently offer our services to other cluster member parishes.

7. Weekly Community Sessions: The Idente Missionaries conduct weekly community sessions separately for men and for women who are undergoing spiritual formation in a very structured and formative way, increasing their holiness on a continuous basis.  These sessions are conducted in both English and Spanish.  These are sessions that encourage the community members to enhance and deepen their filial relationship with God and to aspire for holiness in their lives.  Once again, we confidently assert that this is an area where we can offer our services to other cluster member parishes.
Given our experience of already having been merged since 2007, our current state of affairs allow for a lot of collaboration and the ability to offer our services to other parishes in terms of training and advice especially during the arduous path to merging if it happens to.  We have gone through being merged from two independent parish churches to our current “one parish/two churches” set up.  It is by virtue of that that we have the humble confidence of stating that we can offer ourselves to help others.
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