STEWARDSHIP AND OUTREACH 


The Parish of Our Lady of Solace-St. Dominic already has gone through consolidation and has successfully been operating as a merged/consolidated parish from what used to be independently the Our Lady of Solace Parish and St. Dominic Parish.  We are now One Parish/Two Churches canonically created in 2007.  The following are our strengths in the area of Sacramental Life:

1. Religious Instruction: Prior to the consolidation of the two churches, efforts at stewardship and outreach were done but not in earnest and never in cooperation with the initiatives of the Archdiocesan offices concerned.  Currently, parishioners of the consolidated churches of Our Lady of Solace and St. Dominic have abundantly and generously volunteered to serve their time, energy, gifts and talents to all of the activities of the parish.  In a genuine show of a successful merging of talents, we are blessed with a whole team of Catechists and Aides in our Catechetical and Faith Formation Center who are volunteers but who are extremely talented and deeply rooted in their faith and able to share them with our students.  
2. Cultural and Liturgical Activities:  Our cultural/liturgical activities are all populated with volunteer teams and leaders, enabling us to continuously hold specifically cultural and ethnic celebrations.  Our liturgical functions are running according to all guidelines because of our precious human resources who generously and continuously give of themselves beyond expectations.  Cultural celebrations are very strong, e.g., Our Lady of Guadalupe (Mexico), Our Lady of Providence (Puerto Rico), Our Lady of High Grace (Dominican Republic), Virgen de las Mercedes (Ecuador), Hijas de Maria.  The success of these activities is due to the active collaboration among the parishioners from both churches.  The parish also can offer its expertise to member churches of our cluster in the organization and holding of these festivities.  Each celebration is run by a specific committee of responsible parishioners who can assist other parishes from the organizational stage to the holding and running of the event.
3. Respect Life Program:  Central to our Stewardship and Outreach is our Respect Life Program.  It is a function that we have elevated onto our Parish Council as a regular functional committee chaired by no less than the Parish Council Chairperson herself and co-chaired by another dedicated parishioner.  Always adhering to the collaborative nature of all our endeavors, each one co-chair comes from St. Dominic and the other from Our Lady of Solace.  It periodically invites speakers from the Archdiocesan Respect Life Committee to speak to our parishioners and always participates in the many mass action endeavors spearheaded by the Archdiocesan committee, especially in initiatives involving legislations on matters of Life.  All the activities are designed to serve parishioners from both churches and always done collaboratively.
4. Archdiocesan Stewardship Campaign:  Our stewardship function has also successfully and consecutively for two years now, been fulfilled maximally in the generation of contributions to the Cardinal’s Appeal.  The last fund campaign resulted in our exceeding our goal by about $12,000 that our parish was recognized at the Cardinal’s Dinner as having one of the best performances in exceeding the goal.  This speaks a lot about the genuine, energetic and aggressive efforts done by a core group of our parishioners who have managed to make all parishioners realize that meeting and exceeding the Cardinal’s goal was something that each parishioner had to be ownership of and that being part of the solution to a community problem is the most Christian way of life.  The core team is composed of members of both churches who have successfully collaborated in crafting a successful campaign that has exceeded our goals.  Our strategy has worked and it is one that we can proudly volunteer to share expertise of with our neighbor parishes.
5. Parish cooperative and collaborative spirit:  One very beautiful manifestation that has been showing among the members of the combined churches of Our Lady of Solace-St. Dominic is the attitude of freely giving of one’s gifts toward the common goals of the parish family.  This attitude, under the spiritual and managerial guidance of our Pastor Father Robert Badillo, has resulted in our consolidated Parish’s coming out of deep financial condition to a Parish which can now say that it is able to avoid appealing to IPF for support.  This attitude has been manifest in all phases of parish life, especially the spiritual as well as financial.
6. Work and Concern for Seniors:  There was never an activity designed to enhance care for and attention for seniors in the parish.  There is now a parish movement organized to given much needed support and attention to Seniors at the Fiorentino Apartments where they are provided help in both spiritual as well as material needs.
Given our experience of already having been merged since 2007, our current state of affairs allow for a lot of collaboration and the ability to offer our services to other parishes in terms of training and advice especially during the arduous path to merging if it happens to.  We have gone through being merged from two independent parish churches to our current “one parish/two churches” set up.  It is by virtue of that that we have the humble confidence of stating that we can offer ourselves to help others.
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